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lllG southern leopard frog (Rana 

sphenocephala) used to be ubiqui- 
tous, with its loud chorusing from 
freshwater ponds nearly deafening, 
even as late as the 1980s. But now it's 
beginning to look- and sound - as 
if the leopard frog is a thing of the 
past in this re,' "]on. 

Jeremy Feinberg, a Ph.D. student 
at Rutgers University, is studying the 
decline and possible extinction of 
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Disease is the other primary likely 
culprit, although there are many 
other factors that may contribute to 
the problem. In addition to their 
value as essential components of re- 
gional biodiversity, amphibians are 
also excellent bio-indicators be- 
cause of their sensitivity to environ- 
mental change and disturbance. 
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